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Dr. Anekant Jain

Pride of Society

Dr. Anekant is a well-known name today in the Jain society. Born and brought up in a
religious family, he always had a keen interest in academics and literature and has
secured gold medals in M.A. in Jainology & Comparative Religion and Buddha
Darshan. He is a passionate and well-respected teacher and currently works as an
Associate Professor in the Dept. of Jain Philosophy at Shri Lalbahadur Shastri
Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth. He is a prolific writer on various social issues,
Jainology and Prakrit Literature. He has also spoken at multiple national and
international conferences on Jainology and Prakrit. He has written more than 60
research articles and over 100 articles for various newspapers and magazines. Unlike
most writers of current times, his writing is precise, to the point and has the analytical
rigor. His books are a perfect example of how to present Jainism in today’s context

while not compromising facts and Agam. He has authored more than 10 books with Jain Dharm Ek Jhalak,
Ahinsa Darshan - Ek Anuchintan, and Darshanik Samanvaya Ki Jain Drishti being some of his popular titles.
He is also the editor of first Prakrit magazine “Pagad Bhasa™.

For his contributions in the field of Jainology and Prakrit, he has received numerous prestigious awards including
the Kundkund Gyanpeeth Award, Arhatvachan Award, Jain Vidya Bhaskar and Yuva Vachaspati Award. In 2013,
he was awarded the coveted Maharshi Vadrayan Vyas Samman award from the President of India for his
contributions to Prakrit language.

He is astrict follower of moral values and spends his time on teaching and research.

anekant76@gmail.com
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Truth About Tradition

Jainism and Modern Science

As the line between our religion and its real-world applications
becomes less distinct, it is important to take a step back and
appreciate that Jainism, despite being the most ancient system of
beliefs, still embraces pluralism and is compatible with the modern
science. Unlike major Abrahamic world religions which have
historically clashed with science, even when reason and empirical
evidence challenged them, Jainism welcomes an open platform of
discussion, learning, and awareness. While this is a very vast topic,
in this article, I would touch upon a few aspects of Jainism and
modern science.

Jainism and Microbiology

Jainism has a very wide definition for living beings and it considers
the presence of life not just in humans and animals but also in trees,
stones, fire, air, and other elements of nature. Even a single drop of water contains innumerable living bodies
(Jivas). Although these statements baffled many until the 19th century, it wasn’t until the 19th century that we
were able to verify how precise these statements were. Today, we know about microorganisms, living organisms
invisible to the naked eye. Because of this remarkable discovery, Jainism is credited by the scientific community
as being among the first religions to postulate the existence of unseen microbiological life centuries before the
invention of the microscope.

Moreover, science can be used to rationalize many Jain practices and rituals be it not eating after sundown, or be
itthe vegetarian style of living, or be it using filtered water or be it not eating the root vegetables.

The substantiation of Jain beliefs through scientific advancement illustrates the interdependence and
compatibility between Jainism and science, and how they can be used synergistically to better understand the
universe we live in.

Jainism and Cosmology

Jainism has explored the colossal structure of the universe in its entirety: its shape, size, origin, purpose, and
inner workings. Jain texts have meticulously defined the elements of the universe as existing in 6 Dravyas: space
(Akasa), time (Kala), matter (Pudgala), living substances (Jiva), non-living substances (Ajiva), the medium of
motion (Dharma-tattva), and the medium of rest (Adharma-tattva). Just as modern scientific cosmology
maintains that the universe is governed by universal natural laws, Jainism holds the belief that all elements of the
universe are constant and have always existed and are govenrend by interaction between the six Dravayas and
Karm Siddhant.

Taking a turn from every major religion, Jainism does not support a belief in a creator deity. Instead, it cites the
theory of causation, in which every action has an associated cause. In this framework, God cannot create a the
universe. Interestingly, the Jain stance on non-creationism and causation parallels the Law of Conservation of
Mass & Energy, in which matter cannot be created and thus, the total matter or energy in the universe is always
constant. In fact, time in Jainism (Kala Dravya) is “beginningless” and eternal, portrayed in a cosmic wheel of
time (Kalachakra) which rotates ceaselessly. The shared scope of Jainism with cosmology in its aim to
understand the universe further demonstrates its compatibility with science.

Jainism and Ecology

Jainism recognizes the natural phenomenon of ‘balanced life’ and explores the role of humans in their
interactions with animals and the environment. In Jainism, the fundamental principle of non-violence (Ahimsa)
not only extends to humans, but to all Jivas, including animals, plants, and the environment.
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As human beings endowed with five senses and the capacity to

, & (T pursue spiritual liberation from the cycle of birth and death, Jainism
&1 &;-:;_ (L0 maintains that it is the principal duty of humans to offer protection

U to all living beings, which is practiced through Ahimsa, the Jain
EJ" diet, and animal welfare (Jiv Daya). Ahimsa can also be applied to
= the greater scale of conservation biology and environmentalism,

which aims to protect species, their habitats, and their ecosystems
from extinction. These declines have been accelerated by invasive
human activity such as deforestation, agricultural expansion, and
overexploitation.

Many believe that the practice of veganism on a global scale can
completely end world hunger and famine with better reallocation of
natural resources and energy to more sustainable levels. The land,
vegetation, and resources used to feed livestock can instead be used to supply the human population directly,
reducing and eventually leading to the end of world hunger.

Jainism and Public Health

Though the Jain practice of vegetarianism is spiritually motivated, many studies substantiate the numerous
health benefits of vegetarianism. Large-scale studies have repeatedly shown decreased overall risks of cancer,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, chronic illnesses, and other causes of mortality for both men and women.
Professional associations such as the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics and Dietitians of Canada have formally
stated that a properly planned vegetarian diet is “healthful, nutritionally adequate, and provides health benefits in
the prevention and treatment of certain diseases” in all stages of life.

The verifiable health benefits of vegetarianism and Jain meditation present limitless applications in public
health, which aim to prevent disease, prolong life, and promote human health. Yoga, which dates back to pre-
Vedic Indian traditions, plays an essential role in Jain spirituality and observance of the three gems of Jainism
(Ratnatraya), which constitute the path to liberation. Jainism heavily discusses the triple gems — right faith
(Samyak Darshana), right knowledge (Samyak Gyana), and right conduct (Samyak Charitra) as essential for the
soul to move up spiritually.

The third gem, Samyak Charitra, emphasizes the exercise of control over one’s inner desires, which is achieved
through vows (Mahavratas) which include meditation, fasting, penance and restriction of certain movements.
Jain meditation is practiced in the form of Samayika, meditation, and fasting, which aim to purify one’s
emotions, allow one to reflect on the soul and karmic matter, and ultimately realize oneself.

Although Jain meditation is also spiritually motivated, its existing and historical meditation techniques present
many health benefits, including reducing stress, reducing the risk of illness, and improving mental health.
Structured breathing exercises (Pranayama) and specific postures used during meditation are shown to reduce
lower back pain, lower the risk of depression, and have positive effects on sleep anxiety, quality of life, and
spiritual growth.

Conclusion

The relationship between religion and science has been a subject of study since time immemorial and has been
deliberated among philosophers, theologians, and scientists alike. Although many argue that the two concepts
are incompatible, often citing historical occurrences such as the Roman Catholic Inquisition and the Galileo
affair, as shown throughout this article, the unique and distinctive characteristics of Jain doctrine allow for a
synergistic exchange of ideas and can be used to better understand the universe we live in.

-Sunny Jain

(4)



SURIG & G183 HIeIGUs

Tl 1 IR & IH HIAR AT Y B fobar o, Ugel 81 & fodl 7 SHD! dredl & 21 o forg 99 aga g4
TRE A D AT | v fa a8 g & HfeR mam 8iR ger aoiram al bl 3 S 0d & gl Ioi | Ig Hg HR
7 fopar fop s 29 Bl © oiR 9IR 81T &, 98 A9 719 |

T8 3 I AR H €1 0T BT Wik dd HTAHH! H Glel AU, AThEgT goid ol Al S 9gd I=7 oI, A QI
AFGS QDR | I Jda H GAT & & U8 T8I AT a2, AR S BT 3RATH HAT A1y, bR geaa=
D 1 I BRIS! DI AIferai Gril R T I URIT BT FHM B8 <@l AT SHDBI HHRISIT 9¢ T |

% a1 AR # goll & AR 3redh SHGI Agel gl 1. 519 Yoll §AT g8 al fhdl 7 9 9 N8
STellel PR T | a1 eRA | UI—UIT BIdT HieR | 918% Mdbdl AT 3R ga | 77 H dieral gafl fd a1g H
B a7 918 IHS T S T of T | T8l SH 81 H U AFa<il (R Y, a7 UIa™) D 01 dR% 3T

9 PR SR T, UTed] | AT & YBT 31U SieT Al el TY° T &1 8lbx I8 axddl X8T 3R GR¥bel I el
¥ IS Y8 W e arad) 7 il &l qiell — g8 TN < al..

TR & GIRTF 3l SHhT mute I vibrate 31T, 98 Uy 2 fATC FTeR a1d HRe Yo: I YA DR
AT | I1RIAT & 918 D ST AURFIAT = SHA STerdTel YoT, ST &l ol AT AR IHA g0 fs ST A
& JAATAT SHBT DTS 8l & 3R I8 HAR A SEI 6! o |

H T & IR fIeare 78T R o, A1 ST |iQR S off, H A S oY J31 HIrar] Bl Yol 7wy e
IR | T8 WS D AR 7 S folg U1 &1, B ART ° Td &7 9 goT, fodl 7 ta 98 Siaex & 7a”
I f=ar it = & AT @1 (ged <@ oid © | a1 S1d 41 g8l ST, 41 ST 8T aret ged | fhR a1 ga |
A9 H 9rer... 31d H Aot T ABTADRR = AT B, T arel AR goord, s vt & |

T g9 A IRET I 81 9ol Ahdd? T Af~ax Sl & AT S 3T B URT ST IR H STd TR BT WRIT
T8 U8 Fad I & MIE |9 HIA HS AT 7, S YD Goll & a<h I A AT UL, Iy SHRol AT
FHRY HEQ BT TR ol el ?

T & DI I8 A2 S AR & fordl 7 Rt aoig & &3 aR g9 gar Wil o+ 9 fage 21 <y 2
ST I AR H PIS MM U bl B el 77T &, dfedh T Bl SUTHAT B AT B | B Fabvell & AN AR
319 I ATre H Wb I fhr AT fIeR SR BRI |

— g1 Iamid, s feet




