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Prioe of Society

Mr. Manish Modi

Manish Modi, 40, is the great-grandson of renowned scholar and popular Hindi poet Pandit
Nathuram Premi, and a leading scholar of classical India. Been brought up in a profoundly
literary and religious atmosphere and a graduate in law and commerce from Mumbai
University, he has a natural flair for literature and Jainism. Today he is a respected figure
among scholars of Jainism and Indiology both in India and abroad.

With many publications and original research papers under his belt, one is bound to get
deceived by his young age. He is an honorary member of Prakrit Bharati Academy, Jaipur
and a member of JAINPedia Advisory Group and Institute of Jainology, London. He was also
the convener of the famous “National Seminar on the Contribution of Non-Violence to the
World” and is the managing committee member of Akhil Bharatiya Sanskrit Prakashak
Sangh.

Add to it the fact that he is an advisory editor to international publications like —Jain study
Circular, New York and Leicester Jain Temple Commemoration, London. Having already
edited more than a dozen books in Hindi or English, lately he has also started translation of Prakrit works to English. He is a
writer and moderator on half a dozen discussion groups ranging from — Poetry in Hindi and Urdu to Jainism and from Book
reviews to Indiology. He teaches courses in Indiology and Jainism both as a regular and a visiting faculty. He also deliversa
lecture series for the students of advanced certificate courses in Jainism.

He also runs the 'Hindi Granth Karyalya', a publishing house famous for bringing out real quality books at low prices. Heis
a strict follower of moral values and an avid learner and scholar of Jainism and Indiology. He currently lives in Mumbai and
spends histime on teaching, writing and research.

manishymodi@gmail.com
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Prerak Shah, Ahemdabad Ankit Jain, Gwalior

YJA — 2002, 2004, 2008
B.E. (Mechanical), A.L.LE. 2008
Officer, GSPC Pipavav Power Co. Ltd.
Several papers in Metallurgical Journal

Chirping Sparrow

Year - 6, Issue - 1l

YJA 2004
B.Tech.( Materials & Metallurgical), IT Kanpur 2008
X1l - 87%, X - 87%, IIT JEE — 1920, AIEEE- 440
Senior Wireline Engineer, Schlumberger, USA
EGIDE Scholarship, French Govt.

Chirping Sparrow is published quarterly by the

Maitree Jankalyan Samiti

Post Box No. 16, Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh - 464001
E-mail : maitreesamooh@hotmail.com,

Website : www.maitreesamooh.com Mobile: 94254-24984

It is circulated to all Young Jaina Awardees and friends of
Maitree Jankalyan Samiti.
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Excellence

A German once visited a temple under construction where he saw a
sculptor making an idol of God. Suddenly he noticed a similar idol lying
nearby. Surprised, he asked the sculptor, "Do you need two statues of the
same idol?" "No," said the sculptor without looking up, "We need only
one. but the first one got damaged at the last stage." The gentleman
examined the idol and found no apparent damage. "Where is the
damage?" he asked. "There is a scratch on the nose of the idol." said the
sculptor, still busy with his work. "Where are you going to install the
idol?" The sculptor replied that it would be installed on a pillar twenty
feet high. "If the idol is that far, who is going to know that there is a
scratch on the nose?" the gentleman asked. The sculptor stopped his
work, looked up at the gentleman, smiled and said, "I will know it."

The desire to excel is exclusive of the fact whether someone else
appreciates it or not. "Excellence" is a drive from inside, not outside.
Excellence is not for someone else to notice but for your own satisfaction

and efficiency.
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Compassion

Feeling of compassion (Karund) is what we should feel upon witnessing the
miseries of all living beings. When we see animals and people suffering from
pain and misery we should try to help them in whatever way we can.
We can help them in many different ways. We should give food to those who
are hungry, money for their basic necessities, heal their mental anguish with
soft calming words and give medicine to heal their physical sufferings.

We can help others by being compassionate. The greatest form of compassion
reveals itself when one is willing to help all living beings irrespective of who
they are and without any reservation. If we lack compassion we indulge in
various acts that lead to bad Karmas. When these bad Karmas mature we
suffer from mental, physical and emotional ailments: disease, insult and
cruelty.
The degree of compassion depends upon a person’s progress on the path of
spiritual development. We have several incidences where great people have
sacrificed the most valued things in their lives to alleviate the sufferings and
pain of the smallest living beings.

There is an incident from the life of Swami Dayanand Saraswati. One day he was walking from Baniras to
Didipur. It was a rainy day and the roads were flooded. One bullock-cart loaded with grass was stuck in mud.
With every effort made to pull the cart out it was sinking deeper and deeper. Swami's heart filled with
compassion when he saw the sufferings of the bulls, he took hold of the cart, freed the bulls, and pulled the carts
out of the mud. Compassion is to respect all forms of life including animals, birds, insects and nature. Respect
and regard for all forms of life is possible only if we truly believe that all forms are equal.

Please keep a pot full of water for birds to protect them in hot summer.
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~ Tasked a child,
~ 'How big is God?'
" The child smiled

. and streched both
his arm wide.

i .," The child wanted me to
- learn the vastness of God

© And then I knew
1 that God is only as big
as your own life's grasp.

Trar;slated by -
Sunita Jain
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About a hundred years ago. a man looked at the oy,
morning newspaper and to his surprise and horror, I ...
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wanted to be remembered. From that day onward,
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king, was Alfred Nobel and he is remembered today i b .
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Chirping Sparrow, as the name of this news letter suggests, flies to us every quarter, talking about our
religion, telling us nice & encouraging stories which have good morals in them. Most importantly it has
words of Muni Shri. Although we are far away from MuniShri, through C.S:we get to spend few beautiful

moments with him through sections such as Prashanmach, Stories and poems. - Shuchi Tain, Banglore
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