A NEWS LETTER OF MAITREE SAMOOH October to December, 2003

Chisping Spavow Q)

IN SIDE

*+ Noble Activities
**+ Feelings
*» Samadhan

*+ Art of Living

Maitree Samooh wishes all of
our readers a very happy,
peaceful and prosperous life.

Award-Ceremony-2003

Our Readers,

Mere knowledge is not the meaning of education. The meaning of
education is self-realization. Education is such a knowledge, which
transforms the life. Education is the knowledge that not only enhances
our information but also changes our life style. If we know that greed or
anger is an evil, our greed or anger should at least reduce. The real
benchmark of knowledge is its reflection in conduct.

Presently, the term education has become merely a synonym of a
system that facilitates material prosperity. The basic aim of education
is to learn wisdom not only trade character & technicalities. A person is
an engineer, a doctor or a businessman; each possessing skills. However,
mere skills do not provide the real bliss of life but definitely provide
same material gains. It is not that the doctors, engineers or businessmen
are not required. They are all necessary and every one of them has their
own utility whereas it will be our folly to consider these as an art of
living. The education should inculcate simple and sympathetic values
in our personality: then only it will really be a successful life.

For fulfilment of this pious objective and for better interactions, we
have commenced the publication of a newsletter - “Chirping Sparrow”.

If you take a step towards equiping yourself with good qualities and
spread message of goodwill, then it would be the real achievement of
this publication.

- Maitree Samooh




MAITREE SAMOOH

¢ Maitree Samooh is a group of
compassionate friends.

4 Maitree Samooh is a federation
of Jain Association to Integrate
Noble Activities (JAINA).

¢ Each member has full faith in
Jain religion and philosophy
and performs essential
activities like daily Dev-
darshan, taking vegetarian
diet before sun-set, refraining
from all seven vices etc.

OBJECTIVES

1. To enlighten the practical and
scientific approach of Jain
religion, philosophy and
spiritual conscience.

2. To nurture Jain students’
abilities to bring out their
maximum potential and

strength.

3. To promote Indian culture and
values and yet to maintain
global outlook.

4. To inspire meritorious Jain
students for higher education
by certain activities i.e. Carrer
guidance, giving scholarships
conferring Young Jaina Award
ete.

5. To induce Jain students for
daily Dev-darshan. taking
vegetarian diet before sun-set
etc. and to help them in such
activities.

Four Issues of this News Letter are
Proposed to be Published in Jan.,
April, July & Oct. of each year.
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Nqble Activities

All India Young Jaina Award
- An Award of Talent

There is some or the other latent quality in each one of us. To understand
that latent quality and to focus on that is the talent. One's own efforts
along with motivations, such as awards, praise etc. are effective in that
direction. i

The Young Jaina Award is one such motivation. The main objective of
this award is to inculcate our cultural and moral values along with
higher studies. This award may encourage the voung students to strive
for continuous development and making their lives better through social
recognition and acceptance of their talent.

With the blessings of Munishri Kshamasagarji - true descipile of Acharya
Shri Vidyasagarji - this Young Jaina Award was first instituted in the
year 2001 at Shivpuri (M.P.) on the auspicious occasion of the 2600th
birth anniversary of Bhagwan Mahavir.

In the first ceremony organized at Shivpuri (M.P.), 224 students securing
75% and more marks in Class XII were felicitated by the Young Jaina
Award-2001. Shri Yogendra Jain of Nagpur (Maharashtra) secured the

Ms. Pooja Jain (Kota) Receiving Award for selection in IIT (Roorkee)
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first position with 93.5% marks. Dr. Sunita Jain,
Professor, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi
was the Chief Guest in the function.

In the second function held at Jaipur, in all 1050
Jain students with 75% and more marks in Class X
and Class XII were given Young Jaina Award-2002.
This number included 200 such students who could
make their selection in IIT, CPET/PET and CPMT/
PMT. Shri Dhiraj Jain of Pondichery with 95.91%
marks in all the State level Boards for XII Class
examination and Shri Darshak Shah, Gujarat with
92.8% marks in XII class examination of CBSE got
the first position. Shri Ujjawal Vijay Mahatme of
Nagpur (Maharashtra) with 96.66% marks in the
X Class in all states level Boards and Shri Aviral Jain
of Nagpur (Maharashtra) with 96.4% marks in the
X Class CBSE examination got the first positions.

Ms. Anthima Kasliwal (Pondichery) Receiving Award for First
Position (XII-Science)

The only girl Jain student selected for IIT-JEE,
Ku. Priyanka Jain was felicitated for her rare
achievement. Smt. Saryu Daftari, renowned
Industrialist and social worker of Mumbai was the
Chief Guest.

In the third ceremony held at Ramganjmandi (Kota-
Raj.), in all 1025 students were given Young Jaina
Award-2003. This included 231 students securing
85% and more marks in Class X, 574 students
securing 75% and more marks in Class XII and 88
and 132 students as special and additional awardees
respectively. Shri Chinmay Kothari, Jaipur (Raj.) with
96.8% marks in X Class secured the first position.
Ku. Anthima Kasliwal (Pondichery) with 96.5% marks
in XII Class Science, Ku. Namrata Nirmal of
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Ms. Preeti Sanghi (Jaipur) Senior Awardee receiving second time
Award

Bangalore with 95.0% marks in XII Class -
Commerce, Ku. Shashi Jain of Khanpur (Raj.) with
86.0% marks in Class XII - Arts got first positions.
Ku. Pooja Jain, Kota (Raj.) was selected for admission
in IIT in the first attempt. All these were specially
awarded for their rare distinctions. Retired Professor
(Dr.) Sunita Jain of IIT, Delhi was the Chief Guest for
this function.

During this function, Jain Quiz was also organized
and 16 students with 100% marks were given the
award for Jain Quiz. About 300 students were given
“Certificate of Honour" in appreciation of their
adherence for daily Dev-darshan and for taking meals
only in day time. Almost all participants pledged for
leading vice-free life.

About 100 economically weak Jain students were
awarded scholarship for their higher studies.

Mr. Kushagra Jain (Indore) National Award holder in Sport
and 90% Marks in XII (CBSC)
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Munishree's Ahar-chariya with students

It was heartening to see the young participants -
about 500 in member - taking part in the Ahar Charya
of Munishri, all clad in prescribed religious attire.

All the students participated beneficially in career
counselling held during the third award function at
Ramganjmandi. They actively participated in this
counselling and interacted with the senior
bureaucrats, industrialists and senior professionals

from various fields.

Special Achievements

Dr. SUBHA SINGHAI
M.B.B.S. (Gold Medal)
M.G.M. College, Indore

ANAND AHERKAR (JAIN)
World Record Holder
Diploma in Field Engg.

1st Youngest in the World
Age : 11 Year 77 Days

Microsoft Certified Professional
Microsoft Certified System Engineer

3rd Youngest in the World - Age : 12 Years 87 Days
CISCO Certified Networking Associate

2nd Youngest in the World - Age : 12 Years 214 Days

CISCO Certified Networking Professional
Ist Youngest in the World - Age : 13 Years 172 Days

Completed Course CISCO Secure Pix Firewall
Advanced

Chief-Guest (YJA-2003)
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Statewise Awardees
(YJA-2003)
State 18
422 Madhya Pradesh
353 Rajasthan
54 LIt‘t-lé-l_" Pradesh
/82 Maharashtra
37""Qujarat.. .
20 _fgtmi}nadu

3 R 18 -’bhhatisgarh

15 Delhi
15 Jharkhand
12 Karnataka
Hariyana
Pondichery
Bihar

Ass:la’m

o I T SO S

West Bengal
AP,

Orissa

Total

—

1025
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Feelings

Feelings of Senior Counsellors
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The idea of a structural interaction, which was
tried out at Ramganjmandi certainly was an
improvement over the Jaipur function. Butin my
opinion, the interaction sessions need to be
anchored by professional career counselors, who
are more in tune with the immediate concern of
young students. What interests children passing
out from high schools and higher secondary schools
matters like career options available to them and
the nitty gritty of competitive examinations which

they may have to face in the near future.

K.K. Jaiswal, 1AS
Secretary, Government of India, New Delhi




“My experience in YJA 2003 was very good. I feel
very proud of being ‘Jain’ in this function. My
interaction with young jains (future Bose, Raman,
Aryabhatt etc.) take me fifteen year back, when |
was also in the same situation as these students.

But unlikely I was not so lucky because I had ng
such guide or teacher like Guruji.

I can assure if I had met Guruji during my study
period, I could perform much better.”

Dr. Manish Jain, MBBS, MS

Meerut (UP)

My interaction with the participants of the Young
Jaina Award-2003 was an unique and inspiring
experience. It was thrilling to see that almost all
the students-both boys and girls-were eager to
know future job opportunities & prospects in
India & abroad in their selected study areas. They
were also interested to know as to how they can
maintain moral values while studying away from
their homes. [ wish that in the future Young Jaina
Awards, this session be given immense
importance & more numbers of experienced
individuals be invited to make more groups to
guide the awardees.

P.L. Benara, B.E. (Mech.]

Benara Bearings & Pistons Ltd.. Agra

Congratulations to Maitree Samooh for bringing
forth such well organized programme. I feel great
pride to be associated with Y.J.A. It was an
opportunity to meet and interact with 500
aspiring youngsters who were bubbling with
enthusiasm and zeal for growth in the right
direction.

The senstivity and unconditional flow of love with
the few verses from Munishri overwhelmed
everyone and captured my heart. This goes
without saying that his presence made the event
unforgetable and cherishable for one & all.

Ms. Surbhi Sethi, B.Sc. (Microbiology & Pharmacy)
Expert in Pranic Healing and Arhatic Yogi

Feelings of Senior Awardee

I really do not have words to express my intense
happiness on this occasion. Since the time we
got down at Ramganjmandi, till the time we
departed, there was a feeling of great pleasure
great prestige and above all great pride. | know
that in future I can not receive so much attention,
love and affection shown by the people there but
still one hope is there in my heart that I would

become a part of the program, a part of the team, -
again in my life.

Encouragement like this should be given always
to students to work harder and harder in their
life to achieve such acclaimation.

I received Young Jaina Award 2002 but I was not
sure that [ would be receiving the award this year
also. My desire was only to be a part of the
program.

~ Feeling of Awardees
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The two following days here almost changed my -
way of thinking. The Gods came down and guided
all the students in form of Munishree.

Till now, I never believed in Munies and the same
kind of people. But now-after getting true spiritual
guidance from Munishree, my life has changed.

Munishree, 1 promise you to be a true Jaini.
Daily, I go to Mandir before going to College
(B.E.) and 1 will try to eat pure drinking water.
The best thing is that [ want to be in myself so
that no body can be hurt by me. I shall always
try to do it.

Maharajshree! While going from here really my
feelings are entirely changed. I promise you that
as far as possible I will never eat at night and will
go to temple daily. I am sure, by your blessings I
will ever be attached to you deeply and to our
Jain Dharm also.

I am very much delighted and happy for comming
here to take part in this wonderful program. But
my greatest happiness was when, Munishree
showered his blessings on us. At that moment
my heart was filled with joy. peace and my soul
blossomed in to a magnificient flower of wisdom,
compassion and love. I need only the blessings
of Munishree so that I may be able to light a lamp
of virtues for the people who are suffering in
silence with the darkness all around them.

Nothing could be so good for a student who
studies too hard and then comes all the way here
to witness the awards and gets Munishree's
blessings.

This program gave us a good opportunity to
express our noble activities and to know about
others comming from different States. I wish that
all Jain students who are briliant, may get a
chance to spend their golden moments with
Munishree.

We have learnt many things as how to do our
studies and how religious belief helps us in our
studies. My precious possession is Munishree's
blessings and his darshan.

It is to be noted that Jains are in general
categories. There is no platform provided by
government to encourage general category
students. The platform provided by Munishree
is a big opportunity for Jain students as they get
encouragement and get knowledge imparted by
highly learned scholars to improve their
intelligence & wisdom.
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I personally felt as if [ was in the function of my
own. The hospitality has truely touched my heart.
Moreover, who would not crave for such a
pleasant, religious as well as pious atmosphere?
I felt as if for two days I was in the heaven.

Now I believe that only Jains can change India
into a better country through their ethics and
culture. I am so much influenced by this program.
Maitree Samooh and mainly “Munishree” that |
wish or | promise that | will be there again in the
next scheduled program of YJA after passing in
PE-I (CA) Examination. I will like to be called as
“Senior Awardee” in the next program of YJA.
Again, for which I will have to work hard and
need Munishree's blessings. What [ will always
like to be of a follower (devotee) of Munishree.

I got some of the finest moments of my life which
I will remember all through my life. [ will try my
level best to follow the preachings of Munishree
throughout my life.

This function is excellent. It guides & enriches
new talents. The meetings with all the famous
personalities who guided us really proved to be
worth-while. Their simplicity and helping nature
was amazingly surprising.

I feel this is one of the most prestigeous award. |
would like to make a suggestion — there was only
one thing missing that was students meetings in
which the toppers (both present & past year)
should be allowed to speak about their method
of learning. This in because they are freshers and
achieved success as toppers; so they know the
ideas and ways to learn.

Feeling of Family Member
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Art of living
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Every living being desires happiness and tries to
avoid pain and suffering. The question is how these
objectives can be achieved. Generally, a person will
feel happy if he gets whatever he desires and can
avoid everything that he does not like. However, it
may not always be possible to have favourable
situations. Every situation changes and a person feels
miserable when the new situation is not to his liking.
Moreover, desires and likes or dislikes of all beings
are not identical. It in therefore impossible that
everything can happen to every one's taste. It would
thus appear that there could not be possibly be a
way for making every-one happy.

Fortunately, there is a way. Jain Religion have
addressed the subject of universal happiness and
have discovered that the way to universal happiness
is to wish and act for happiness and well being for
all. Lord Mahavir's message of ‘Live and let live'.

Everybody desires to live and enjoy the comforts
of life. We should not come in the way of anyone else
seeking the same. If we properly understand the
implication of this message, it will go a long way in
moulding our attitude towards other living beings.
Consequently, our actions should not disturb the
comforts of other living beings, hurt or kill them in
any way directly or indirectly. By providing comfort
and security to others, we gain happiness during this
life and or following lives. On the other hand, if we
cause sufferings or unhappiness to others, we acquire
unhappiness in this life and future lives. For eternal
happiness we need to have following musing :

“Let my attitude be always friendly towards all
living beings and let the milk of kindness flow from
my heart towards the helpless and the sorrowing.
Let my dislike be directed towards wickedness and
cruelty and let me be fair even towards those who
are cruel and wicked.”

“Let my heart be filled with love towards the good
and the virtuous and let me get the maximum
pleasure by serving them.” o
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